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Detachment 1, 46th Operations Group, Air Force
Materiel Command, will be inactivated and renamed
the 413th Flight Test Squadron today during a cere-
mony at Hurlburt Field’s Air Park at 2 p.m. 
Lt. Col. Tony Arrington will relinquish command

of Det. 1, 46th OG and assume command of the 413th
FLTS. 

Also included in the ceremony will be the realign-
ment of an AFMC HH-60G test detachment to Nellis
Air Force Base from Edwards AFB’s 418th Flight Test
Squadron. Maj. Don Grove will relinquish command
of Det. 3, 418th FLTS and will assume command of
Det. 1, 413th FLTS. 

Col. Gary Plumb, 46th OG commander, will pre-
side over the ceremony and Brig. Gen. Jeff Riemer,

AFMC director of operations, will also be in atten-
dance.
Det. 1, 46th OG was initially established on

Hurlburt Field Jan. 1, 1994 as an Operating Location
of Eglin AFB’s 46th Test Wing. The 46th TW/OL-AF
w as created to handle developmental test require-
ments for all AF Special Operations Command fixed-
wing and rotary-wing aircraft. 
“Developmental testing” is conducted early dur-

ing the acquisition of new combat capabilities, such
as the MC-130H Air Refueling System, the AC-130U
30mm Bushmaster cannon, the HH-60G External
Gun Mount System, and the MH-53M Altitude
Hold/Hover Stabilization system. Unit members
include aviators and engineers trained to work with
defense industry as systems are developed.  

Developmental testers bridge the gap between

By Staff Sgt. Chris Jordan
Public Affairs
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The 16th Special Operations Wing recognized its 'best and brightest' military and civilians at the annual
award ceremony held at the Emerald Coast Conference Center Feb. 17. See page 14 for a complete list of
the 2004 award winners.
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A few sprinkles and a chilly breeze didn’t
stop the Hurlburt Field Commissary’s
grand-reopening celebration last week. 

On Feb. 17, representatives from the
Defense Commissary Agency and Hurlburt
Field cut the ribbon to the store, officially
marking the end of the facility’s nearly two-
year, $9.4 million renovation.  

“The way we support the warfighters
who are doing the nation’s business is by
taking care of them while they’re home,”
said Col. Tim Hale, 16th Special Operations
W ing vice commander.  

The renovation, which was funded by
surcharge dollars paid by customers,
increased the store’s sales floor by 10,000
square feet, allowing 5,000 products to be
added to the shelves. Other improvements
include a nearly doubled-in-size produce
section and deli/bakery, expanded grab-and-
go section, sushi bar, and new décor and
lighting.
This is a far cry from the commissary

Colonel Hale knew when he was first sta-
tioned here more than 20 years ago. He
shared with the audience memories of a
smaller commissary that had only four
lanes.  

In addition to DeCA and base leadership,
Tony the Tiger, Private Pickle, Captain
Crunch and other popular brand characters
attended the celebration. Three local radio
stations were also on hand broadcasting
their morning shows live from the commis-
sary, adding to the excitement.
When the ribbon to the store was cut,

shoppers were lined up across the front of
the store with their carts ready to take
advantage of the special grand-reopening
deals. Once inside, they were also treated to
coffee, cake, coupons and samples of the
store’s products.
When asked what she thought was the

By 2nd Lt. Amy Gonzales
Public Affairs

Commissary ends
nine million dollar
interior makeover

See COMMISSARY, Page 4
See SQUADRON, Page 4

Best and Brightest
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SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. – There I was,
deployed in the Global War on Terrorism, when I found
myself under attack, again. 
I’m not a pilot or a security forces troop; I do most of my

w ork in an office; but, while in Iraq, I had to repeatedly
face enemy fire nonetheless.
If you’re in the military, you can expect to deploy. It’s

what we train for. Whether you work in an office, on the
flightline or have some other job, training with a warrior’s
mindset here at home can keep you alive when you’re
under attack.
When you literally see the rockets’red glare and bombs

bursting in air, there’s no time to think. Your training, or
lack thereof, will take over.
During exercises, do you ever grumble about having to

w ear the helmet or flak vest for hours? Are you one of
those Airmen who takes it off when no one’s looking? Yes,
it’s uncomfortable, but let me stress why we all need to
train the way we fight.

A few weeks ago, I was in Baghdad and was headed to
the gym, which was a short walk from where I slept. 

It was a quiet night, but halfway there, four rockets
broke the silence. They came without warning; no alarms
sounded until after the explosions began. That night, I
chose to put on the uncomfortable armor. A guy 50 yards
to my right didn’t. 
Today, I am safely home with my family; he isn’t. His

family must now go on without him.
Orders are for a reason. Following them saved my life,

and not following them cost another man his.
Train the way you fight. We’re all given orders to go to

training. The military provides the training, but your
mindset determines its effectiveness. 
Right now, if the bullets started flying, could you quick-

ly clear a jam in your weapon and get it operational again?
This “office” Airman had to do that. Could you treat
someone going into shock? When car-bomb shock waves
hit my building, that scenario became real. 
During attacks, your training will take over. When mor-

tars begin to fall, it’s too late to prepare. Whatever prepa-
rations you make now will be all you have then.
In this war, fear is the enemy’s greatest weapon. The ter-

rorists want us to be afraid: afraid to fly, afraid to visit our
own monuments, afraid the costs will be too high to see
this fight through to the end.

VViewpointsiewpoints
This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an

authorized publication for members of the U.S. military
services. It’s published by the Northwest Florida Daily
News, a private firm that isn’t connected with the U.S. Air
Force, under an exclusive written contract with the 16th
Special Operations Wing, Hurlburt Field, Fla.

Disclaimer
COMMANDO articles are not necessarily the official

views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air
Force. The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts and supplements, doesn’t constitute
Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force
or the Northwest Florida Daily News endorsement of the
products or services advertised.

Equal opportunity 
Everything advertised in this publication shall be

made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

COMMANDO Classified ad policy
Free classified advertisements are available to

Department of Defense military members, DOD civilians
and retirees and their family members only. Advertisements
are for the one-time sale of personal property only and will
run only once per submission. Advertisements for busi-
nesses or income producing activities may not be printed.
All advertisements must be manually typed into the adver-
tising database computer located in the public affairs office
in Building 90210, Suite 326. Mailed, faxed, e-mailed,
phoned-in ads, etc. won’t be accepted. All ads will run on a
space available basis only. Submission of an advertisement
doesn’t guarantee its appearance in the COMMANDO.
The COMMANDO staff reserves the right to edit or refuse
classified advertisements due to inappropriate content,
space considerations or other reasons deemed necessary.
Paid advertisements may be submitted to the Daily News at
863-1111. This is the only way to guarantee an advertise-
ment will run in the COMMANDO. 

Production
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by

the 16th Special Operations Wing Public Affairs Office.
All photographs are U.S. Air Force photography unless
otherwise indicated. The COMMANDO staff may include
or exclude articles based upon the news value determined
by the staff, impact on the wing’s mission, and the space
allotted for editorial content by the publisher.

Submitting articles
The deadline for submissions to the COMMANDO is

4 p.m. Wednesday for briefs the week prior to publication.
Articles may be submitted on IBM format computer disk
or via electronic mail. Non-electronic submissions must
be typed, double-spaced. All submissions must include
the name and telephone number of a person to call for
questions.  

Address information
U.S. MAIL: COMMANDO 
131 Bartley Street, Suite 326
Hurlburt Field, FL 32544-5271
E-MAIL: commando@hurlburt.af.mil
TELEPHONE: (850) 884-7464
FAX: (850) 884-6093

COMMANDO Editorial Staff:

DUI  T rackerDUI  T racker
Feb. 18-24: 1 DUI
This year: 5
DUIs for 2004: 42
Last DUI: 16th Operations Support Squadron,
Feb. 20
Don’t Drink and Drive. Call AADD at 884-8844
Potential saves this year:96

The Commander’s Open Line is your direct
line to me for questions or suggestions about
subjects of concern to the Hurlburt Field com-
munity. 

I really appreciate your feedback. To receive a
response, call 884-OPEN (6736) or e-mail your
concerns to commando@hurlburt.af.mil. Be sure
to include your name, unit and telephone num-

ber. Open lines of general interest will be print-
ed in the C O M M A N D O. I’ll answer the others
by letter or a phone call. 
However, the quickest and most efficient way

to resolve a problem is to talk directly to the
agency responsible. This gives them an opportu-
nity to help you and perhaps improve their
process. 
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OIF cause understood by many Iraqis

Individual groups get a down day for 60 consecutive days 
without a DUI. Totals are current as of Feb. 24.

16th OG....4
16th MXG...32

16th MSG..31
16th MDG..66

By Staff Sgt. Lee Watts
20th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — I
vividly remember the day when
President George Bush first declared
that American troops were going into
Iraq. 
I remember the incessant news

coverage of some Iraqis’ negative
comments about the war and about
Americans. But, my recent arrival in
Iraq has shown me the side of Iraqis
the media ignored then.
On that first day, the war was the

lead headline in every paper and the
lead story on every news channel.
I remember footage of those first

blasts and our troops going in.
I remember the president coming

before the American people several
more times. But, most of all, I remem-
ber the news media’s footage of Iraqi
citizens. 
In interview after interview, you

heard Iraqi men and young boys
degrading Americans. 

The news stations showed footage
of Iraqi men protesting our help and
attacking our people.
N o w, I’m not saying this type of

belief isn’t felt by some Iraqi citizens.
I am fully aware it’s the belief of some
that Americans are bad people and
have no business in Iraq. 
If this weren’t the case, then the

Airmen, Soldiers, Marines and
Sailors who made the ultimate sacri-
fice while serving in Iraq would be at
home with their families right now. 
But, I can’t help but believe they

fought for a good cause, and their
efforts are appreciated by many Iraqi
citizens. 
As Americans, we understand the

importance of freedom. And that’s
our “good cause” – to share freedom
with people who couldn’t achieve
that goal on their own. 
In the few days I have spent here

in Iraq, I have already experienced
the respect and kindness of Iraqi
men. 
It happened when I was making a

purchase at a small base-exchange

trailer on base. As the young Iraqi
gentleman behind the counter rang
up my purchase, I couldn’t help but
appreciate how kind and courteous
he was. 

He carried a friendly smile the
entire time and after handing me my
bag, extended his hand and said
thank you. 

He actually shook my hand. I real-
ize to some this may not sound like
much, but in my 23 years of existence,
I have never had anyone working at a
store shake my hand and say thank
you.
It’s incidents like these that make

me proud to be a member of the U.S.
Air Force and proud to be part of
such an important mission as
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
I ask those who question our mis-

sion because of the negative things
they may have seen and heard to
remember these little incidents. There
are those men and women in this far-
off country who want to be free,
deserve to be free and with our help
can be free.

By Staff Sgt. Lindsey Maurice
332th Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs

Combat lessons every Airman should know before deploying

The base tax center hours
have changed to the following:

Mondays – 8 a.m. to

noon, 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesdays – 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesdays – 8 a.m. to

noon, walk-ins accepted 
Thursdays – 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fridays – 8 a.m. to noonEffect ive immediatelyEffect ive immediately ......



AFAF campaign to kick off Monday

The wait is over!  Hurlburt Field’s 2005 squadron most “fit
to fight” is the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron who earned a
total of 895 points Feb. 18 during the Fit Eagle competition.
The 16th Component Maintenance Squadron “A” took

second place overall with 775 points and the 720th Special
Tactics Group took third place overall with 765 points.  
This years Fit Eagle turned out to be a great event with a

total of 15 teams, and more than 70 participants.
It began with a beautiful morning 5K run to get everyone’s

blood pumping. First Lt. Mike Lilly was the first male to
come in with a time of 16.01.  
Not far behind him was the first female runner to cross the

finish line, Senior Airman Omalade Akinremi with a time of
20:45.  

Once all the teams had finished the 5K race, they met in
the gymnasium and began testing their athletic proficiency in
sit ups, pull ups, push ups, flexibility and a team building
event.  

The team building event changes every year so as to not
give teams an advantage year after year.  
This year’s event was blindfold football. The teams were to

choose a leader, the other four team members were to be
blindfolded and led to a line.  
The object was for the leader to direct all four blindfolded

teammates to pick up a football from it’s strategically placed
location and bring it back across the line they started at in the
shortest amount of time.  
The 16th CMS “A” team accomplished this feat in a time of

0:49.09 seconds with the 23rd STS nipping at their heels with
a time of 0:50.00 seconds.  
Col. Ken Rodriguez of the 720th STG crushed his com-

petitors with scores of 146 Push ups, 122 sit ups, and 27 pull
ups in the male category.  
The Female category saw a repeat winner as well. Airman

Akinremi scored 65 push ups, and 16 pull ups. 
The sit and reach tests the flexibility of participants.  This

years most flexible participants were Capt. Dylan Newman,
720th STG and Lt. Jolane Parr, 16th CMS “A” team.  
Capt. Newman reached a total of 25.25 inches and

Lieutenant Parr stretched out to a total of 27 inches.  
After the teams had finished all 5 indoor events they made

their way to the soccer field behind the Aderholt Fitness
Center for the final event of the day.  
Teams were randomly placed on a single elimination

bracket and battled it out to find the strongest tug-o-war
team.  
Competition was tough but the 16th CMS “B” team

grabbed first place in the tug-o-war. 
This concluded the events and the 23rd STS w as named

the ultimate winner and the most “fit to fight.” 
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23rd STS named most ‘fit to fight’
By Staff Sgt. Tamara Rosa
Public Affairs

This year’s kickoff event for the Air
Force Assistance Fund is set for 8 a.m.
Monday at the Aderholt Fitness Center. 
The event is for all group, squadron

and tenant key workers as well as com-
manders and superintendents.
Colonel Tim Hale, 16th Special

Operations Wing vice commander, will
begin the event by encouraging maxi-
mum participation to help make this

the best year ever. Along with Colonel
Hale, this year’s guest speaker is retired
Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James
Binnicker, Bob Hope Village president
and chief executive officer, who will be
addressing ways in which the AFAF is
helping to take care of the many wid-
ows living at the village. 
There will also be guest testimonials

about how the Air Force Aid Society
helped more than 30,000 Airmen last
year and an informative video regard-
ing the campaign. 

This year’s goal for Team Hurlburt is
$120,000 and at least 75 percent partici-
pation.   This year’s campaign (for
Hurlburt) will run through April 10. 
Look for a weekly tabulation in the

COMMANDO newspaper to monitor
Hurlburt’s AFAF progress. 

There will be a golf tournament,
bowling tournament and a fun run in
support of the AFAF campaign.  
For more information about this

year’s AFAF campaign, call 881-3954 or
Master Sgt. Harold Labare at 884-4947.

By Capt. Mark Noon
AFAF installation project officer

NewsNews

Spotlight
on...

Tech. Sgt.
Andre Nicholson
Organization/Duty title:

16th Special Operations
W ing Public
Affairs/NCOIC
Hometown: Zion, Ill.
Hobbies: Reading,

w atching stand-up comedi-
ans and traveling
Contribution to the mis-

sion: Sergeant Nicholson is
the NCO in Charge, 16th
S O W, Public Affairs. 
Sergeant Nicholson’s

continuous efforts to
improve public affairs
products and programs
have been pivotal to reduc-
ing man-hours, increasing
customer service and
improving all functional
area programs. 
His exemplary leader-

ship was key to garnering
’02 and ’03 AFSOC awards
for “best” large wing public
affairs office. 

Sergeant Nicholson’s
knowledge, guidance and
expertise are called into
play daily, playing a critical
role in the creation of an
award winning internal
information program
which garnered 19 AFSOC
and three USAF public
affairs media contest
awards (for calendar years
‘02, ‘03 and ‘04) recognizing
outstanding journalism
contributions supporting
the base and Air Force mis-
sion. 

(Editor’s note: The COM-
MANDO highlights Airmen,
junior NCOs, company grade
officers, Department of Defense
civilians and volunteers in units
who do a great job and should
receive day-to-day recognition.
For more information on nomi-
nating an individual for the
“Spotlight on...” column, super-
visors can call the 16th Special
Operations Wing Public Affairs
Office at 884-7464.)

The 23rd Special Tactics team attempts to out pull their oppo-
nent during the Fit Eagle tug-o-war competition Feb. 18.

There will be a change in the traffic flow at the East
Gate starting Tuesday for approximently 4 - 5 weeks
for the construction of pop-up barriers.  The project
will encompass closing the inbound lanes for 2 - 3
w eeks and once the contruction is complete, the out-
bound lanes will then be closed. 

During this period the gate will remain open but
traffic will be limited to one lane both inbound and
outbound.  Please ensure you observe all posted speed
limits and be courteous while driving in the area of the
East Gate during this time.  

Call 884-7252 with any questions or concerns.  

Gate Traffic Flow 



4 Feb. 25, 2005COMMANDO

best improvement to the store, Betty Jones was
quick to reply.
“I like the meat section. I like the way it’s set up,”

said Ms. Jones, the wife of a local retiree. 
As part of the grand-opening festivities, com-

missary customers can also register for a chance to
win a Chevy Aveo to be given away Monday.
Patrons may register every time they shop at the
store until Sunday.

COMMISSARY, Continued from Page 1

Last year, Hurlburt Field’s motorcycle club, the
Sentinels of Freedom made their first group ride to
the nation’s capitol to pay tribute to the Vietnam
Veteran’s Memorial Wall as part of the annual
Memorial Day Rolling Thunder parade.
This year is no different as the riders prepare for

their second ride to the wall with nearly 20 people
signed up for the trip which will take approxi-
mately 10 days. 
The riders are planning to depart Hurlburt

Field May 24 in order to be in the Rolling Thunder
procession May 29 and then return to Hurlburt
Field June 2.
“The Ride to the Wall is a huge deal,” said Capt.

Laura Johnson, U.S. Air Force Special Operations
School, who is going on the ride for the first time.
“It’s very patriotic and emotional – it’s an opportu-
nity I don’t want to miss. My uncle was with the
82nd Airborne Division in Vietnam, so I’ll think
about him when I’m up there.”
Captain Johnson got her motorcycle license

back in 1996, but admits she’s never taken a ride
that far before.
“I’m looking forward to the scenery and going

the non-interstate route,” she added.
Some of the trip highlights will include stops

along the way at 29 Dreams in Vandiver, Ala.,
Cherohala Skyway, Stecoah, N.C., and ride the tail
of the dragon, at Deals Gap, Ferguson, N.C.

The trip is estimated to be between 2,600 and
3,000 miles total with an estimated cost per person
to be $700.
Members of Hurlburt Field’s Sentinels of

Freedom have put a lot of work into making this
ride a safe and successful trip.
The club strives to establish and maintain a

spirit of camaraderie and esprit de corps that
enhances the prestige and riding experience of all
motorcycle riders, encourage ongoing rider educa-
tion and skills development, increase public
awareness and reduce motorcycle mishaps. 
The Sentinels of Freedom conduct themselves

in a manner that provides equal opportunity and
treatment for all motorcyclists, regardless of
motorcycle make, model or engine size. The clubs
motto is: We ride for those who cannot.

Each Friday you’ll see them doing just that as
they take lunch-time rides to different eateries
throughout the local area. However, the club does-
n’t limit their riding to the local area; they’ve been
known to put the rubber to the road on some
longer rides during the weekends as well. Like a
recent ride they took to Blackwater State Forest
nearly 80 miles away and another 90 miles into
Alabama. 
The club is also concerned with giving back to

the community and participates in several charity
events. 
For more information about the Ride to the

W all, call Lt. Col. Willie Simmons at 884-7880 or
the club president Master Sgt. Guy Alexander at

884-5008. People who are interested in participat-
ing need to sign up and pay a $50 deposit by
Tuesday in order to guarantee lodging. Any sign
ups after Tuesday may not be guaranteed lodging
space.

Sentinels of Freedom:
Plans for safe, fun Ride to the Wall

By Tech. Sgt. Andre Nicholson
Public Affairs

operational warriors and the engi-
neers who design flight control sys-
tems, weapons, mission computer
software, etc., and ensure new sys-
tems meet combat aviator’s mission
needs.
The 46th TW/OL-AF was named

Det. 1, 46th OG Jan. 1, 1996.
As AFSOC’s role in world affairs

has increased, so have the develop-
mental test requirements. 
In order to keep up with the

increasing test workload, Det. 1, 46th
OG manning had to grow also. 
Maj. Gen. Robert Chedister, Air

Armament Center commander,
approved the organizational change
request and submitted it to
Headquarters, AFMC, citing that
especially with the addition of the
detachment at Nellis AFB, the unit is
large enough to warrant a squadron
designation. 
The 413th FLTS mission is to plan,

conduct and report on aircraft
w eapon system developmental tests
for all Air Force rotary-wing and
AFSOC fixed-wing aircraft weapon
systems. 
The 413th FLTS efficiently pro-

duces timely, accurate and effective
test reports allowing its customers to
make future operational, reliability

and maintainability improvement
decisions.
Det. 1, 413th FLTS at Nellis AFB is

responsible for Developmental and
Qualification Test and Evaluation for
HH-60G PAVE H AWK aircraft. The
unit plans, executes, analyzes and
reports on weapon system upgrades
and modifications, supports procure-
ment decisions and provides suitabil-
ity assessments.  
The transfer of operational control

of Det. 3, 418th FLTS from Edwards
AFB to Hurlburt Field brings all
Special Operations and Combat
Search and Rescue aircraft testing
under a single DT&E unit. 
Overall, the realignment action will

increase DT/OT information cross
flow, decrease test time and cost, and
provide more survivable, combat
effective aircraft, weapons and equip-
ment to the AFSOC warriors.
The 413th FLTS serves its cus-

tomers at the Aeronautical Systems
Center at Wright-Patterson AFB and
the Warner Robins Air Logistics
Center at Robins AFB. 
These AFMC centers provide

acquisition and sustainment support
for all AFSOC aircraft. Although the
unit names and patches are changing,
the unit’s pride in its past history and
its commitment to bringing the best
systems to AFSOC warriors remains
unchanged. 

SQUADRON,
Continued from Page 1

Margaret Stanley, commissary director, cuts a piece of
cake as brand characters look on during the re-open-
ing ceremony Feb. 17. A customer (right) accepts a
food sample from a commissary employee.

Courtesy graphic

Photos by Airman 1st Class Ali Flisek



HOUSE  ACCOUNT
CS/GET  CONNECTED

567787
3  X  11.66

6 Feb. 25, 2005COMMANDO

MILITARY  MEDIA
COMMANDO/BLACK  H

578334
2  X  5.00

The Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs has changed
the policy regarding the
“Deemed Enrolled” period
for newborns. Effective Jan.
1, 2005, the TRICARE
deemed enrolled period for
newborns was reduced from
120 days to 60 days from the
date of birth. 
During this deemed

enrolled period, claims for
any civilian health care
received are paid under TRI-
CARE Prime rules without
required referrals and
authorizations. 
This minimizes family

out-of-pocket costs for any
civilian health care received
for newborns during this
period.  
Additionally, it ensures

priority access to military
treatment facilities, while
sponsors establish the
required eligibility in DEERS
and decide whether to enroll
the new child in TRICARE
Prime or choose TRICARE
Standard.
If you wish to enroll your

new child in TRICARE
Prime, you must first estab-
lish DEERS eligibility
through the military person-
nel flight and then complete
the TRICARE Prime enroll-
ment form at the Hurlburt
Field or Eglin Air Force Base
TRICARE/Health Benefits
office or at the Humana TRI-
CARE Service Center, locat-
ed at 25 Beal Parkway, Fort
W alton Beach.  For more
information, call Hurlburt
TRICARE at 881-3912. 
Courtesy of Health Affairs

Policy 04-020.

TRICARE enrollment period
narrowed for newborns 
Courtesy of 16th MDG

February’s retiree:
Lt. Col. Albert Chapman, 505th Command and Control

W ing, will leave the Air Force after 34 years of active-duty
service Monday at 10 a.m. at the Soundside club’s Arnold
Room.
Submit retirement information to  the Commando inbox at

commando@hurlburt.af.mil by the third Friday of the month for
publication consideration in the end-of-month retiree column.   
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Emmett Chappelle is the recipient of
14 U.S. patents and was recently recog-
nized as one of the 100 most distin-
guished African American scientists
and engineers of the 20th Century. 
Chappelle started with NASA in

1966 in support of NASA’s manned
space flight initiatives. He pioneered
the development of the ingredients
ubiquitous in all cellular material. 
Later, he developed techniques that

are still widely used for the detection
of bacteria in urine, blood, spinal fluids, drinking water and
foods. 
In 1977, Chappelle turned his research efforts toward the

remote sensing of vegetation health through laser-induced
fluorescence (LIF). Working with scientists at the Beltsville
Agricultural Research Center, he advanced the development
of LIF as a sensitive means of detecting plant stress.
Chappelle received a bachelor’s of science degree in biochem-
istry from University of California at Berkeley. 
He earned his master’s of science degree, also in biochem-

istry, from University of Washington in Seattle and performed
post-graduate work at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif. 

Chappelle is a member of the American Chemical Society,
the American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology,
the American Society of Photobiology, the American Society
of Microbiology, and the American Society of Black Chemists. 
Throughout his career, he has continued to mentor talent-

ed minority high school and college students in his laborato-
ries. 

Famous African-American inventors:

Emmett Chappelle

WASHINGTON – Service
members receiving federal
tax exemptions for some or all
of their military pay may now
elect to apply for certain tax
credit options, the chief of the
Armed Forces Tax Council
said here Feb. 17.
Troops deployed to combat

zones can now apply for tax
refunds based on earned
income tax credits as well as
additional child tax credits,
said Army Lt. Col. Janet
Fenton, the council’s execu-
tive director.
The earned income credit,

primarily involves lower-
income-filers with children,
said Colonel Fenton.
The additional child tax

credit may provide refunds
for children younger than age
17. Service members who
w ant to apply for the credit
refunds are required to fill out
and file a federal tax return.
Enlisted troops serving in

combat areas already have all

of their military pay excluded
from federal taxes, Colonel
Fenton said. While officers in
combat zones can exclude as
much as $6,529 of their
monthly pay. 
Troops deployed to non-

combat overseas areas have
until June 15 to file their
income taxes. Troops serving
in a combat zone have up to
180 days to file their taxes
after departing the area. 
“Someone who is in Iraq

right now,” she said, “would-
n’t have to file their 2004 tax
return until they leave Iraq.” 
H o wever, some overseas

service members would want
to file early, Colonel Fenton
said, because they may be due
a refund. Military-operated
tax centers at stateside and
overseas locales can provide
service members with tax-fil-
ing assistance.
Married service members

deployed to combat and non-
combat overseas locales can
opt to have spouses file tax
returns provided there’s an
applicable power of attorney.

Troops in combat areas can
apply for tax credit options
By Gerry Gilmore
American Forces Press
Service 
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The following is a list of extraordinary events that occurred in
military history this week:
Feb. 21, 1945 – Republic P-

47 “Thunderbolts” attacked
Berchtesgaden, Germany for
the first time. 
Feb. 22, 1942 – The First

American Air Headquarters in
Europe during WWII was
established. 
Feb. 23, 1912 – The War Department first officially recog-

nized the military aviator rating. 
Feb. 24, 1949 – The Republic XF-91 jet rocket aircraft was

unveiled by the Air Force. 
Feb. 24, 1969 – An enemy mortar shell strikes an AC-47

gunship on which Airman 1st Class John L. Levitow serves.
Although seriously wounded, he ejects a smoking flare and
becomes the first enlisted airman to win the Medal of Honor
in Vietnam.
Feb. 25, 1955 – A B-47 flew from California to Georgia in 3

hours, 19 minutes, 35 seconds. 

WASHINGTON— Defense
Department civilians and
service members building
tax-free retirement accounts
through the Thrift Savings
Plan soon will be able to
change their investment
options at any time instead of
just twice a year.
Current biannual TSP

“open season” investment-
choice windows will end July
1, said Army Lt. Col. Janet
Fenton, executive director of
the Armed Forces Tax
Council. TSP participants
will be able to switch their
retirement account options at
any time, she said.
Colonel Fenton said

“there’s not going to be the
two open seasons during the
year” where people can sign
up for the retirement savings
and investment program,
change their contribution
levels or change investment
options.
Military people and civil-

ians covered by the Civil
Service Retirement System
can contribute up to 10 per-
cent of their paycheck to
establish tax-free retirement
accounts that grow from
accumulated savings and
investments in bonds, stocks
and international funds.

Employees covered by the
Federal Employees
Retirement System can con-
tribute up to 15 percent in
2005. From 2006 on, no limit
will apply to any participants
in TSP.
Another TSP change also

slated to start July 1 gives
participants the choice of
having a financial manager
automatically adjust how
funds are invested as market
conditions change, officials
said.
“They’ll move you from

equities to bonds when you
need to,” Colonel Fenton
said, which should assist par-
ticipants in maximizing their
contributions.
Service members have

been eligible to establish tax-
free TSP retirement accounts
since January 2002, she said.
Establishing a TSP account is
a good idea even for those
servicemembers who don’t
serve long enough to qualify
for a pension, Colonel Fenton
said. TSP funds accumulated
during military service, she
said, can be transferred to
participating federal agency
TSPs if a departing service
member takes a government
civilian job.
And, TSP savings can also

be rolled into nongovern-
mental civilian employer’s
individual retirement
accounts, the colonel said.

TSP ‘open season’
limitations end July 1
By Gerry Gilmore
American Forces
Press Service

WWeek in historyeek in history

P-47
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Airmen and civilians were recognized as top
performers during the 16th Special Operations
W ing 2004 Annual Aw ards Banquet at the
Emerald Coast Convention Center, Feb. 17. 

Company Grade Officer: Capt. Mason Dula,
23rd Special Tactics Squadron

As a Senior Special Tactics Officer, Captain
Dula deployed in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom and directed combat deployment of
over $1 million of equipment.
Captain Dula proved his leadership during his

deployments where he successfully led 27 mem-
bers in time sensitive targeting, special recon mis-
sions and Unmanned Aerial  Vehicle missions. He
also headed approximately 150 combat missions,
resulting in hundreds of enemy killed in action
and captured several high value targets. 

Civilian GS 9-12:Gina Coulter,
Air Force Special Operations Command

Ms. Coulter created AFSOC expeditionary unit
G-series for the first time in AFSOC history and-
completed a two-month laborious project in two
w eeks.
She fulfilled President George Bush’s Budget

Directive requirements; securing AF/DPMS to
fund 4 manpower positions worth $89,000. She
also identified a $1.5 million discrepancy within a
competitive sourcing and privatization account
and identified a critical medical billet included in
Moody A-76 study. 

Civilian GS 1-8: Justin Holloway, 
16th Civil Engineer Squadron

Mr. Holloway responded to more than 400 fire
emergencies and protected more than $4.2 billion
in Air Force assets.
He was an invaluable member of the 16th

SOW Hurricane Ivan Ride-Out team providing
crucial mission support in recovery of 33 C-130
aircraft in approximately eight hours. He spear-
headed the 16th CES initial tree removal opera-
tions in base housing, enabling residents to return
to their homes promptly.

Civilian WG/WL/WS: Jesse Rose, 16th CES
Mr. Rose flawlessly managed operation and

maintenance of 285 fire and 120 security systems
protecting assets valued over $l billion. He was
instrumental in the implementation of base wide
security upgrade, while operating with optimal
efficiency at low-level cost.

He also performed detailed construction and
design inspections on seven multi-million dollar
construction projects and reconfigured facility
alarm systems, eliminating recurring faults and
saving more than $25,000 a year. 

First Sergeant: Senior Master Sgt. 
Louis Fischer, 16th CES

Sergeant Fischer serves as Hurlburt Field’s
First Sergeant Council President and is an advisor
to the Airman’s Council and to the Airmen
Against Drunk Driving Program.
Sergeant Fischer led a $l million dormitory

renovation, where rooms were upgraded and
pavilions, grills and tables were installed. 

He was essential during Hurricane Ivan, where
he served as first sergeant for initial recovery
operations. He raised $13,000 for Operation
W arm Heart and helped the First Sergeants
Council raise $1,000 for those less fortunate. He’s
also volunteered dozens of hours to build homes
for Habitat for Humanity. 

Additional Duty First Sergeant:
Master Sgt. Bobby Beatty, 16th Aircraft

Maintenance Squadron 
Sergeant Beatty has guided members with

proactive counseling actions and helped mem-
bers during rehabilitation and transition as pro-
ductive civilians. 
He represented the unit in the 16th Medical

Group Behavioral Health Seminar on Suicide
Aw areness and helped the First Sergeants
Council during Operation Warm heart. His
efforts raised over $12,000 for approximately 70
families.

SNCO: Master Sgt. Norman Callahan, 
4th Special Operations Squadron

Sergeant Callahan garnered the 16th SOW
2004 Vanguard Aw ard nomination for heroism
exhibited during OIF.

Sergeant Callahan battled intense fire after a
25mm Gatling gun exploded inside this aircraft.
His efforts saved a $190 million Gunship and 13
crew members.
He is the operations flight chief, lead aerial

gunner and quintessential leader within the 16th
S O W. He’s surpassed 1,000 combat hour Global
W ar on Terrorism milestone, flying 46 combat
missions last year.

NCO: Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Smark,
16th Component Maintenance Squadron

Sergeant Smark was a recipient of the 2004 Lt.
Gen. Leo Marquez Aw ard. 
He’s described as a skilled communicator and

a great asset to the squadron. He coordinated the
Electronic Warfare flight brief for the Daedalian
Trophy Inspection Team and managed nearly 20
technicians. He also directed members in repair-
ing more than 500 line replaceable units worth
$34 million. 
His dedication and leadership to the mission is

demonstrated in his extracurricular activities as
w ell. He helped organize more than 60 teams for
the inaugural Bob Hope Village Charity Golf
Classic Tournament last year and also raised
approximately $30,000 for the Enlisted Widow
Home. 

Airman: Senior Airman Amber Turek, 
16th CES 

Airman Turek provided top emergency servic-
es to base members during the last year. She
responded to numerous calls while protecting
$4.2 billion in assets. She expertly conducted fire
fighting operations during a major gas leak, in
which l00 members were evacuated.
Airman Turek developed a streamlined

process for identifying repair actions saving the
Air Force thousands of dollars. 
Her dedication has earned her recognition as

only one out of 20 deployed firefighters to be
awarded an Air Force Achievement M.edal.

(Editor’s note: No photo was available for Gina Coulter,
AFSOC Civilian GS 9-12 category. Information was compiled
by Vanessa Adame from unit submitted award packages.)

505th CCW
recognizes

annual award
winners

The 505th Command and Control Wing held its
Annual Aw ards Banquet Feb. 15, at the Emerald
Coast Conference Center. The following people were
recipients of the prestigious awards:  
Professional Performer of the Year, Senior NCO

category: Master Sgt. Stanley Riding
Professional Performer of the Year, NCO catego-

ry: Tech. Sgt. Cristy Anderson
Professional Performer of the Year, Airman cate-

gory: Senior Airman Ericka Khudakivskyy 
Professional Performer of the Year, Civilian cate-

gory I: Rhonda Berry

Professional Performer of the Year, Civilian cate-
gory II: Derry Bullock

Volunteer of the Year: Master Sgt. George White
Company Grade Officer of the Year: Capt. Alexis

Hughes
Senior NCO of the Year: Master Sgt. Eric Bobo
NCO of the Year: Tech. Sgt. Michael Wabiszewski
Airman of the Year: Senior Airman Matthew

Gustke
Civilian Category I of the Year: Sandra Wilson
Civilian Category II of the Year: Debbie Hurt
Contractor of the Year: John Grieve

Capt. 
Mason Dula

CGO

SrA.
Amber Turek

Airman

SSgt. 
Jeffrey Smark 

NCO

MSgt. Norman
Callahan

SNCO

MSgt. Bobby
Beatty

Add. Duty
1st Sgt.

SMSgt. Louis
Fischer
1st Sgt.

Jesse Rose
WG/WL/WS

Justin
Holloway

GS 1-8



16 Feb. 25, 2005COMMANDO Hurlburt HappeningsHurlburt Happenings

Squadron activation
Detachment 1, a tenant unit of the 46th

Operations Group, 46th Test Wing at Eglin Air
Force Base stationed at Hurlburt Field, will deacti-
vate and reactivate as the 413th Flight Test
Squadron in a ceremony Friday at 2 p.m. at the
Hurlburt Field Air Park. The 413th FLTS will inher-
it Det. 3, 418th FLTS located at Nellis Air Force Base. 

Shipping requirements
Air Force policy makes it mandatory for all indi-

viduals who ship government assets through the
Outbound Freight Office to automate their DD
Form 1149, Requisition and Invoice/Shipping,
application. To complete the process, individuals
will need to access the Air Force Materiel
Command Logistics Support office Web site at
https://www.afmc-mil.wpafb.af.mil/hqafmc/
lg/lso/lol/ and follow instructions for setting up and
registering an account. For more information, call
884-2585 or 884-7227.

USAFSOS course
The U.S. Air Force Special Operations School will

hold a Joint Search and Rescue Coordinators course
at the Alison Building (90505), located at 357 Tully
Street, March 7-11. The course is designed for per-
sonnel who are tasked or will be tasked to perform
as watch supervisors, controllers or fill other coor-
dinator/support positions in a Joint Search and
Rescue Center/Rescue Coordination Center. For
more information, call 884-4768/4377/4665 or visit
w w w.hurlburt.af.mil/milonly/tenantunits/jsou/.

NY ANG
The 109th Airlift Wing, in Scotia N.Y., home of the
C-130 ski-birds, has traditional Guard vacancies in
the following career fields: 1C3X1, 1N0X1, 2A5X1,
2A5X3A&B, 2A6X1, 2A6X2, 2A6X4, 2A6X6, 2A7X1,
2A752, 2E1X3,  2F0X1, 2S0X1, 2T0X1, 2T2X1, 3E0X1,
3E0X2, 3E1X1, 3E3X1, 3E4X3, 3E7X1, 3M0X1,
3P0X1, 3S0X1, 4A0X1, 4N0X1, X4N0X1, 4A251 and
6C0X1. For more information, call Master Sgt.
Reeves at DSN 344-2457 or e-mail
james.reeves@nyscot.ang.af.mil.

Pediatric Clinic open
The 16th MDG is happy to announce the

Hurlburt Pediatric Clinic is now able to expand
enrollment due to the recent arrival of an addition-
al pediatric specialist.  If you have a child aged 17 or
under, currently empaneled to Hurlburt Family
Practice, you have the option to transfer them to the
Pediatric Clinic.  Please stop by the 16th MDG TRI-
CARE office to fill out the appropriate form if you
wish to transfer your child.

New clinic hours
The 16 MDG now opens for patient services at 8

a.m. Monday-Friday. This enables the MDG to com-
ply with mandatory Physical Training require-
ments and consolidate meetings and training time
to pre-appointment hours. This should enhance our
ability to meet our beneficiaries' health care needs.

Physical Therapy move
The Physical Therapy clinic will relocate to a

newly renovated location within the main building
and will begin patient care on Monday.  

Upon opening, the clinic's new phone number
will be 881-4327 with new hours of 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
W e will continue to see active-duty patients
enrolled to Hurlburt Field. 
Dependents and retirees will continue to be seen

at Eglin AFB or the TRICARE network. If you are
active-duty and have been referred to Physical
Therapy, please call us directly or stop by our front
desk to schedule your appointment. You will not
automatically be called by Central Appointments,
nor should you call them to schedule your appoint-
ment - please call us and we will be happy to
schedule your appointment.

Behavioral Health move
The Physical Therapy clinic will relocate to a

newly renovated location within the main building
and will begin patient care on Monday.  Upon
opening, the clinic's new phone number will be 881-
4327 with new hours of 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  We will
continue to see active-duty patients enrolled to
Hurlburt Field. Dependents and retirees will con-
tinue to be seen at Eglin AFB or through the TRI-
CARE network. If you are active-duty and have
been referred to Physical Therapy, please call us
directly or stop by our front desk to schedule your
appointment. You will not automatically be called
by Central Appointments, nor should you call them
to schedule your appointment, please call us and
w e will be happy to schedule your appointment.

Honor Guard Competition
The Hurlburt Field Honor Guard will be hosting

the annual JROTC Drill Competition Saturday at
the Eason Hangar 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The competition
features units from 10 high schools from northwest
Florida and southern Alabama and will involve
open ranks inspections, armed and unarmed regu-
lation drill, armed and unarmed exhibition drill
routines, colr guard competition, and individual
“tap-out” competition. The Hurlburt Field Honor
Guard will give a performance and present trophies
to the winning units. For more information, call
Tech. Sgt. Terry Carson at 884-7583.

Chapel position
The Hurlburt Field Chapel has a position open

for a Protestant Choir Director/Song Leader for the
8:30 a.m. Sunday Protestant Worship service. The
Statement of Work and bid submission package can
be picked up until Thursday at the 16th Contracting
Squadron, located at 350 Tulley Street, Building
90339, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Bids must be
received by 4 p.m. Thursday. For more information,
call Chris Young at 884-3264.

New 16th LRS hours
The 16th Logistics Readiness Squadron Cargo

Movement Element’s new customer service hours
for receipt of routine, TP-3 shipments will be from 8
a.m. to noon. Priority TP-1 or TP-2 shipments will
be accepted from 8 a.m. to noon and 1-3 p.m.
Shippers must provide written justification when
requesting expedited transportation services.
Shipments arriving after noon may not be shipped
until the following duty day due to express carrier’s
pick-up requirements. Classified shipments will be

accepted by appointment only from 8 a.m. to noon.
To schedule an appointment, call customer service
at 884-7227. For more information, call outbound
freight at 884-2585.

Cruise specials
The information, tickets and travel office is offer-

ing special rates on a variety of “sail-ebration”
cruises in September to popular destinations such
as, Alaska, Canada, the eastern Caribbean and
Mediterranean. Cruise lines include Carnival,
Holland America and Royal Caribbean
International. The length of the cruises vary from
five to seven days; rates range from $501 to $1,108
per person, based on double occupancy, and
includes the cruise, port changes and government
taxes/fees. Offers expire April 22; the number of
cabins is limited. For more information, call ITT at
884-6795/5699.

Youth mini-camp
The school age program is conducting a youth

mini-camp during spring break for eligible school-
aged children, ages 5-12. Registration runs March 7-
21 at the youth programs office, Building 90337. The
mini-camp is open to legal dependents of active-
duty military personnel, Department of Defense
civilian employees and base contractors. For more
information, call CJ Becker at 884-3766.

Armed Forces Vacation Club
The Armed Forces Vacation Club is a program

that offers eligible Department of Defense affiliated
personnel (active-duty and retired) a flat rate of
$264 per unit per week on certain condominium
rentals at resorts around the world. For more infor-
mation, visit https://www.afvclub.com/vacation-
club.asp or call (800) 724-9988. Provide installation
number 57 for Hurlburt Field.

After-school program
Holly-Navarre Primary School’s After-School

Program is looking for one, two or three volunteers
to read to students, help them with homework or
play outside games with them. Individuals can vol-
unteer once or come every Wednesday from 3:30 to
5 p.m. For more information, e-mail Joy Tsubooka
at www.childrensservicescenter.org on Tuesday
afternoons. 

Youth of the Year 
Applications for Hurlburt Field’s Youth of the

Year are available at the youth/community center
and are due by Tuesday. Candidates must be 14-18
years old as of Jan. 31 and legal dependents of
active-duty military personnel stationed at
Hurlburt Field. For more information, call youth
programs at 884-6355. 

Teen aviation camp
The youth/teen center is accepting applications

for the sixth annual Air Force Teen Aviation Camp
June 4-9 at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colo., until March 2. 
The camp is for students who will be high school

sophomores or juniors during the 2005-2006 school
year. For more information, call the youth center at
884-6355.

MMiilliittaarryyMMiilliittaarryy

CCoommmmuunniittyyCCoommmmuunniittyy

VVoolluunntteeeerrVVoolluunntteeeerr
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Catholic Mass
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 7:15 and 10 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturday, 4:30  to 5 p.m., or
by request

Youth: 5 p.m. Sunday 
Religious Education: September – May
Protestant Services
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. (Traditional worship)
11:30 a.m. (Contemporary worship) 
Religious Education: August – May
Youth and Singles groups available
Jewish Services (882-2111)                
Sabbath services: Friday, 7:30 p.m.,
Eglin Chapel Center
Muslim Services (882-2111), Eglin
Chapel Center
Jumuah: Friday, 12:45 p.m.
For more information, call 884-7795.

Prices are $3 for adults and $1.50 for children.
Movies start at 7 p.m. unless otherwise indicated.

TToo  cchheecckk  oouutt  AAiirr  FFoorrccee  TTVV  oorr
RRaaddiioo  NNeewwss  vviissiitt::  hhttttpp::////aaff..

ffeeeeddrroooomm..ccoomm  oorr  wwwwww..aaff..mmiill//nneewwss
aanndd  cclliicckk  oonn  TTVV  oorr  rraaddiioo  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt

wwhhaatt’’ss  hhaappppeenniinngg  aarroouunndd
tthhee  AAiirr  FFoorrccee..

Hurlburt Field
Friday and Sunday

Racing Stripes
(PG)

Saturday             
Elektra (PG-13)

Eglin Air Force Base
Friday

Coach Carter (PG-13)
Saturday

In Good Company (PG-13)  
Sunday

Assault on Precinct 13 (R)  
For up-to-date movie schedules, call Hurlburt Field at 884-7648 or Eglin Air Force Base at 882-1066.

For movie information, visit http://www.aafes.com/ems/conus/hurlburt.htm.

DON’T DRINK A N D DRIVE
For a free, confidential ride home, call AADD at 884-8844.

HHuurrllbbuurrtt  FFiieelldd  CChhaappeell

Airman’s Attic, Loan Closet
Volunteers are needed to work at the Airman’s

Attic and Loan Closet. Hours for the Airman’s Attic
will be Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m.
– 2 p.m.; hours for the Loan Closet will be Monday
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Retirees are
also encouraged to volunteer. For more informa-
tion, call Terri Harshman at 884-1533.

University facilitators
The Hurlburt Field Chapel is looking for volun-

teers from each unit to become facilitators for
Financial Peace University classes. For more infor-
mation, call Chaplain (Capt.) Loren Raiford or Tech.
Sgt. Carol Mesarchik at 884-7795.

Readers for CDC program
Members of the Hurlburt Field community who

w ould like to be guest readers for the “Read Across
America Week” program at the child development

center March 1-4 need to sign up by today. This pro-
gram is part of a nationwide celebration for the
birthday of children’s writer Dr. Seuss. For more
information or to volunteer, call Gwen Gregory at
884-6664.

Veteran work studies 
Veterans’W ork Study has job openings for those

who are going to school on a G.I. Bill, VEAP or
vocational rehabiliation, and are maintaining a full
or three-quarter class schedule. Veterans can work
up to 25 hours a week for a total of 100 hours a
month. The pay is minimum wage ($5.15 an hour)
and is tax free. For more information, call LaVonne
Vasquez at 884-6280/81.

Women’s History Month
The military equal opportunity office invites vol-

unteers to assist in organizing, preparing and sup-
porting events for Women’s History Month, which
is held throughout March. All positions will need to

be filled, including chairperson, vice chairperson
and treasurer. For more information, call Staff Sgt.
Natasha Hollomon at 884-2631.

HAWC classes
The following classes are available at the health

and wellness center: 
Fitness 101 – Tuesday, 9:30 a.m.
Fitness Improvement Program – Tuesday, 1 p.m.
Body Composition Improvement Program – 
Tuesday, 2 p.m.
Healthy Kids Fitness – Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.
Healthy Kids Nutrition – Tuesday, 4 p.m.
Prenatal Nutrition – Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
Prenatal Fitness – Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.
Lean On Me – Thursday, 1 p.m.

CCllaasssseessCCllaasssseess

WASHINGTON – Despite stresses
and strains on the force, the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff told
members of the House Armed
Services Committee on Feb. 16 that
the American military remains able
to execute America’s national mili-
tary strategy.
“ We are now in our fourth year of

sustained combat operations,” Gen.
Richard Myers said. “We are still a
nation at war. Our servicemen and
w omen continue to perform
superbly under conditions of signifi-
cant stress and in the face of myriad
challenges. They stand ready to pro-
tect the United States, prevent con-
flict and surprise attack, and prevail
against adversaries.”
General Myers said the military

has had significant successes against
a shadowy and dangerous enemy.
“ We and our partners have captured
or killed many of al-Qaida’s senior
leaders and hurt their ability to con-
duct operations,” he said. “But they
are still a very real, global threat.” 

The general added that the mili-
tary will continue to hunt down ter-
rorist leaders such as Osama bin
Laden and Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.
General Myers stressed that, while

the U.S. military is being successful,
it must have multinational allies and
interagency cooperation to be victo-
rious.  
“While I believe the various agen-

cies of our government have learned
to work together in new and better
w ays, we need to become still more
efficient and effective in integrating
the efforts of various government
agencies,” he said.

Building Iraqi capabilities is the
key to success in Iraq, the general
said, and a timetable for American
withdrawal from the country would
be “counterproductive.” A timetable
w ould lead terrorists into thinking
they could wait America out, he said.
Iraqi forces are assuming a greater

share of the security role, he said,
and the recent national-assembly
elections “represented a moral defeat
for the insurgents.”
As the coalition moves to the

future, the objective must be to shift
from the coalition providing security
to building counterinsurgency capa-
bilities in Iraqi forces, he said.
In Afghanistan, the plan also is on

track, General Myers said. The
Afghan army is 19,000 members
strong and is a “multi-ethnic, visible
symbol of national pride, unity and
strength,” he said. The United States

and coalition allies will continue to
build that capability, he said.
But Iraq and Afghanistan are not

the only hotspots. General Myers
said the threat of weapons of mass
destruction, “particularly North
Korea’s and Iran’s ongoing nuclear
w eapons-related activities,” worry
military planners.
Terrorist organizations also wish

to acquire stronger and more deadly
w eapons, the chairman said, and the
confluence of terror groups and
nations willing to provide the groups
with weapons is disturbing.
“ We will continue to work with

the international community to
expand counterproliferation activi-
ties,” the general said.
General Myers said        service-

members remain America’s “No. 1
asset.” He said morale in all compo-
nents remains high. (AFPN) 

Myers: Military stressed, but able to execute strategy
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service
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The Hurlburt Hawks base rollerhockey team
tied the Czechs nationals 6-6 after scoring two
goals in the final 36 seconds of the game Feb. 16.
The Czechs came out attacking first, but were

shut down by the Hawks goalie, Roger
Shellenbarger, who blocked 85 percent of the 40
shots that came his way during the game. 
Nick Burgwardt struck the first blow of the

game after an assist from Ryan Bennett. 
The Hawks lead was short lived, because the

Czechs answered with two quick goals to bring the
score to 2-1 in the Czechs favor. 
After a score at the end of the first period by

Bennett the score was locked at two.
The start of the second period was all Czech’s.

They snagged three unanswered goals, but that
didn’t mean that the Hawks were going to just roll
over and quit.
The Hawks surged back with a score from Jason

Davis and Jesse Anderson to bring the game back
to within one.
But after another goal by the Czechs bringing

the score up to a 6-4 Czech lead, and the time run-
ning low it seemed the Hawks would come up with a loss.
W ith only two minutes left in the game the Hawks

w ent into an all out offensive formation were Davis was
able to zip one past the goalie with 36 seconds left.
“I ripped in a slap shot to get us within one,” Davis

said.
W ith only seconds left in the game the Hawks

determination paid off.
“I glanced up at the clock and saw six seconds

left when Burgwardt broke up a play sending the
puck right to me, thats when I just fired it on goal
and it found the back of the net to tie it up with one
second left on the clock,” Bennett said. “It felt great
getting the tie against the Czechs.” 
"Our team played one of their best games against

the more physical and aggressive European style of hock-
ey the Czech team plays,” Davis said. “We had to step it
up to match our goaltender Shellenbarger’s awesome per-
formance.”
“Although it ended in a tie, our team really found some

chemistry which made it as though we won in the end."

Womens Varsity 
Softball

W omens varsity softball will
be held Monday – Wednesday
at 5 p.m. at the Commando
Fields behind the Aderholt
Fitness Center.

Tae Kwon Do 
The youth center is in need

of a qualified Tae Kwon Do
instructor. Applicants must be
interested in working with
children. For more details, call
Zollie Ford at  884-6355.

Golf tournament
Society of American

Military Engineers Emerald
Coast Post Golf Tournament
will be held Thursday at Eglin
Air Force Base Eagle Course.
The four person scramble
“best ball” is scheduled to
start at noon. Entry fee is $45
per person and all proceeds
will benefit S.A.M.E. Scholar-
ship Fund. For more informa-
tion, call Thom Wahl at 884-
5186.
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Nick Burgwardt (number 13) gets ready to take a shot at the net
during the rollerhockey game Feb. 16.
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Intramural
basketball standings

Current as of Feb. 23
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Spring Sports Calendar
W omen’s Softball
Over-30 Softball
Intramural Softball
Soccer 
Volleyball

Sports                Meeting    Season Start
March 21
March 21
March 21
April 11
May 16

March 8
March 8
March 8
March 29
May 3

Photos by Airman 1st Class Ali Flisek

Jason Davis, (right) tries to work his way around the Czech
goalie to score a goal for the Hawks.

The Hawks goalie, Roger Shellenbarger, gets his
“THANK YOU” stick ready as they face off in his terri-
tory during the game.
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